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From: Dave & Laura Mikula [makomik@verizon.net] W DEC j 7 PM & 06

Sent: Tuesday, December 08, 2009 1:34 PM

To: EP, RegComments ' ' ' % % f ^

Subject: Proposed Regulation for Outdoor Wood-fired Boilers ' ^̂/ x; •;

Importance: High

Dear Eoviroomeotal Quality Board,

We have choseo to hear our home with ao outdoor wood furnace for a oumber of good
reasoos:

. With the eveo chaogiog price of home heatiog oil, oatural gas aod IPG, heatiog with wood is
ao ecooomical optioo - a furnace that heats with wood io ao outdoor furnace cao save
thousaods of dollars a year oo home heatiog costs.
. Heatiog with wood is coosisteot with the iodepeodeot practices of Americaos from as far
back as colooial times.
. Heatiog with ao outdoor wood furnace elimioates the risks of fires aod carboo moooxide
poisooiog associated with ao iodoor heatiog system.
. Heatiog with wood results io oo oet iocrease io global warmiog gas emissioos as compared
to other sources.

The PA Departmeot of Eoviroomeotal Protect!oo (DEP) has proposed a regulatioo for "outdoor
wood-fired boilers" that has the poteotial to impace my ability to cootioue to utilize my existing
appliaoce. I am stroogly opposed to:

. Excessive chimoey height requiremeots for existiog furnaces, for which we would oot be
able to reasooably comply.
. Seasooal prohibitioo betweeo May 1 aod September 30.
. Opacity requiremeots for resideotial-sized appliaoces because opacity is a subjective visual
observatioo. The smoke produced from ao efficieot buroiog outdoor wood boiler is less thao
most io-home wood-bumiog fireplace chimoeys.
. Newly imposed set-back rules from property lioes for existing appliaoces which would
completely elimioate our ability to use our furnace.

While I have oo problem with the cleao, proper fuel requiremeot for wood-fired appliaoces, I
fiod the rest of the proposed restrictioos oo my existing outdoor wood furnace
completely unreasonable. We purchased this boiler, installed it at significant cost, aod
operate it io good faith prior to the draftiog of this regulatioo.

This proposed regulation would create a significant negative economic impact on my
family.

Siocerely,

Dave Mikula
1401 N. Mill Street

12/11/2009
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North East, PA 16428
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